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NEXT TuIBETING 

November 1957 

~~vb~ ~l?G ~~«~LI« D~ 

t\~~«~ [}=i] t\~~«DlLJD«~~~ll 

November 13, 1957 7:30 P.M. 

Walker~.Ames Room 3rd Floor Parrington Hall, University of Hashington Campus 

DR. WILLIAM MASSEY ldll continue the discussion program begun at the october 
meeting anavdJ.rcomplete Part III: 

Parts I & II covered a great deal of important and interesting material and 
led to considerable discussion by the membership leaving no time for Part III, 
ao the entire November meeting vdll be devoted to that topic. 

PART I - J:im Garner discussed ways of locating sites which include searching 
river banks arid terraces for surface indications and artifacts : such as chips, 
choppers, ashes, burned bones, and pot hunterst holes. After a tentative site 
has been selected, a collection of surface artifacts should be made so that a 
good cross section of material may be had; then an accurate ·description of the 
site must be made in order to locate it later. This description should include 
exact measurements and photographs which show permanent landmarks. After the 
site has been selected· a grid system w.i.11 be laid out and the area mapped with 
a surveying instrument. It should be remembered that the objective in digging 
a site is not to obtain ALL the artifacts in the entire area, but to recover 
sufficient representativeiiilterial to reconstruct the history of the site with 
a minimum of labor and expense. Conservation must also be practiced in order 
that new· archaeological methods in the future may yield new and valuable 
information. 

PART II - Charles G. Nelson led the discussion on site numbe~ing and actual 
excavation methOds and material in the booklet prepared by Dr. Massey. 
(See pages 3, 4 & 5 of this issue) (Site nunibering system was described on 
page 1 of the February, 1957, issue of the Washington Archaeologist) Site 
4.5KT6, vd th which most of us are familiar, is laid out in 10-foot squares • 
Numbers on the Center Line Trench stakes were begun with CL-20, CL-21, etc., 
in order that the trench could be extended in all directions vd. thout the use 
of minus nimibers. Squares to the left or right of the center line are 
numbered CL-20Rl, CL-20Il, etc. All measurements at .this site are made from 
the SE corner stakes. Excavation is usually done in 6n levels vdth· walls left · 
betvveen the squares. Tools m~t commonly used are: Shovel, screen, trowel, 
whisk broom, dust pan, and tape. Troweling is the most desirable method if 
time is plentiful. Screening is also desirable, but in either method it is 
essential that exact measurements be made and complete information kept on 
artifact bags and in the form of notes. 
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NEV: CHAPTER FORMED 

On October 10,, 1957, a group of people from Ephrata and surrounding area met and 
·signified interest in forming a local chapter of the w.A.s. A second meeting 
was held on October 29th at which time the purpose and organization of the w.A.S. 
w~s presented to the group by c. G. Nelson and discussed in open meeting. The 
result of this meeting is the formation of the COLUMBIA BA.Sn~ CHAPTER of the 
W.A.s. We ar~ naturally pleased and honored that this group has been farmed. 

-- -
PROGRESS R~PORT ON SOCIETY DIG 45-IS-.31B 

The work reported by Alan Bryan in his thesis, nAn Intensive Archaeological 
Reconnaissance in the Northern Puget So~d Regionn at Site 45-IS-31B was found 
to be intact and in such condition that the future work which has been proposed 
can be accomplished so that the continuity of the completed work can be main­
tained. 

The grid system that was originally used was restored by Dr. Massey and stakes 
set for those squares requiring excavation. These squares are shown on the map 
of tha site arrl are designated by their datum stake numbers. These numbers 
should be used ·on the bags containing the artifacts and on level bag material. 
In addition to reproducing the map of the site the profiles have also been re­
produced so that those persons working on the site can fully appreciate the 
article 11Si te 45-IS-JlB" by Jim Garner vThich was published in the October issue 
of the Washington Archaeologist. The map and profiles will be of assistance to 
those attending the next dig at this site. 

Additional Directions to the Site: Proceed in a southerly direction on state 
Hiway lD from the Cranberry Lake entrance of Deception State Park to County Road 
64D, turn left, or east, on County Road 64 and continue to the entrance of the 
Group Camp. This turn ·will be marked with a W .A.S. sign. This turn is to the 
left, or north, and the road should be followed to the end at which point there 
is a parking area. The trail to the site has been mark~d. Tools required: 
trowel, dust pan and shovel. The spot is ideal for camping. There are cooking 
facilities available; however, d~ing the winter months it vdll be necessary to 
carry water• 

The principal work done at the last dig was in the nature of clearing the site 
and preparing it for future work. However, some digging was accomplished and 
the yield of artifacts,, although small, indicates that we· will continue to find 
material in the same quantity that was experienced in 1954. 

NATIONAL .CONGRITBS OF .AMERICAN INDIANS 

Betsy Ann Trick, member of the Washington Archaeological Society, will be a 
delegate to the National Congress of American Indi~ns to be held in Oklahoma 
the last week of October. Charles Nelson, President, has prepared a letter 
from the W .A.s. for Mrs•· Trick to present at the meeting. 

HELP WANTED: Activities Committee still needs volunteers to assist in classify:.. 
ing material from the digs. Be sure to come to the meeting and see Lee Tracy. 
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PROC:CDURE FOR EXCAVATING TRENCH lilUTS and/or PITS 

By Dr. Uilliam Massey 

{Edi tor's Note: This booklet was distributed at the September meeting to · 
attending members. It is reproduced here so that all members may examine 
it with a view to sending in suggestions for any changes. When all com­
ments have been received and considered, enough copies of the revised 
instructions will be made fer distribution to the entire membership.) 

I I 

These brief instructions are written as an aid to the weekend excav'ator of 
the YTashington Archaeological Society. They are intended to supply a minimum of 
instruction in the absence of a professional di.rector on the site, and to serve 
as a general guide. They do not pretend to present detailed information on .­
archaeological procedures, nor to cover any but the simplest problems in exca­
vation on a typical open site in this area. 

For the purposes of these instructions, we are assuming that the site under 
consideration has been mapped, that excavation units have been staked out, and 
that there has been at least one "official group dig." 

It is fUrther assumed that the .excavator is familiar with vfashd.ngton 
Archaeological Society methods, and with the basic equipment of art3' archaeologist 
in this area, namely: · shovels, scre~s, trowels and tapes. 

Specifically, the following points will be covered: methods of ~cavating 
a standard excavation unit (or square), and keeping a record of material found. 

mccAVATING THE SQUARE Before digging, the excavator should exactly ascertain 
the area which has. been assigned for excavation, and should know the precise 
l:llni ts of this square, as well as the designation of each of the four stakes · 
which mark the corners of the area (usually a five-foot square). See· Fig. A. 
He should know the direction of tre trench or square walls. Normally, the out­
line of the trench or staked pit is laid along cardinal directions. 

I> 2.9 ~ 2. + 9 R 3 r> 2-9 R 2 aw 2 9 R.3 -. 
I ,.~ 

~r J//1/////1/11/ //////./17 

4' 10'
1 

~ .R.3 

ft8 8 
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In preparation for digging, tae surface of the square should be cleared of grass, • 
brush and· miscellaneous rocks. The screen should be placed in the most conven- ti 

.ient spot, where the excavator can ror~ upwind of it (particularly on the ColumbiaJ) 

Squares are excavated in 6-inch leve;ts, working from ore wall to the opposite wall, 
maintaining as nearly level a floor as possible. The trench or pit walls them-
selves should-be kept vertical, and as smooth as possible. Th~ natural inclina-
tion, when something is seen in the face of the wall, is to gouge it out. Try to 
avoid t~is, because displacement of such objects may lead to a loss of valuable 
information. 

The deposit should be entirely screened, and the ·following objects set aside for 
preservation: 

1. .Artifacts (objects showing human workmanship). 
2. Bones with one or more unbroken ends. 
3. Whole shells, or, in the case of bivalves 

( clarqs, mussels, etc. ) portions of shells 
'Which are hinged. 

4. Vegetal materials such as pieces of bark. 

KEEPING A RECORD The preservation of information, both in the form of artifacts 
and important organic materials, and in the form of notes, is of greatest impor­
tance. For our purposes, we have two problems: (1} measurement and notation of 
artifacts found in place, or in screened -material from levels, and (2) notation 
of features such as concentrations of shell, firepits, changes in soil layers, 
etc. The actual preservation of such material and information marks a basic 
difference between archaeology and npot-hunting.n 

LJ::>cation and Noting ~Material From Screened Levels: · The artifacts and organic 
material v;hich are screened out should be sacked, with the following information 
recorded legibly on the bag in which they are placed: ··~ 

t:j..1· ·- · 1. Name and designation of site 
2. Designation of square, taken from the SE stake 
3. Depth 
4. Date 
5. Recorder•s initials 

",;) /'( i' .... ~J.) 
c · Q ..... '1 r· 

-...;; f.":'l \ 
I 8 II • '" < ,. \ 
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10 ... ,L-~L· I ; ... ~ ... s;· \ 
F.R. ·~.J 
~ .:=- .~ 

Location and Not:µig of Artifacts Found in Place: Artifacts which are encountered 
in place shouJ..d be eiactly located. ThiS 1s done by measuring-in the position of 
the object horizontally with relation to the SE stake of the square, and vertical­
ly with relation to the site surface at the nearest trench wall. 

The projectile point in our drawing (Fig. B) is located horizontally be measuring 
west from the SE stake of the square to a position on the lip of the trench 
opposite the center of the object and again north in the same manner. vre find 
t hat the object is 4•10" w of 28~1 and 31511 N of 28R2. A plumb bob can be useful 
in taking these measurements. 

Vertical measurements are taken from a position at. the center of the object to 
the hei ght of the site surface at tre rofcrcnco corner stulcc of square. In 
our example, the depth is 2511. This information is written on the sack in which 
the:tifact ~s individually placed. Note that the vertical measurement is only 

ches, while the horizontal measurements are in feet and inches. 

• 
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NOTE-TAKING To complete a record of the cultural data from an excavated square, 
notes shoUid be taken to give the information not found on the level sack or 
artifact sack. 

The excavator should have a small, bound (so that there are no lost pages) note­
book. His notes for a day of excavation should begin with a designation of the 
site, the date, and the unit which is being excavated. He should keep a running 
account of all his activities 'Wi. th regard to that unit. Particularfy, he should 
note possible stratification, the nature of the deposit (topsoil,. sandy soil,, 
hardpan), and concentrations of ash, shell bone, etc. These notes on the nature 
of the deposit should be accompanied by measurements as to the depth of the area 
being recorded. He should further note any differences in excavating techniques 
which he uses; for example, changing from screening to troweling. In short,, the 
notebook is one of the most important devices for recording archaeological facts • 

Should a weekend excavator encounter a burial, house-floor or other complicated 
feature, it had best be concealed until a formal party of the Society can be 
organized. Otherwise, there may not be enough time available to complete the 
removal, and the material would be left open to the ravages of untrained persons 
using unorthodox methods. 

-· 
For further reading along technical lines, the following works are recommended: 

Heiser, R. Fe (ed.) A Manual of Archaeological Field Methods (Revised Edition) 
1953, the National Press, l~lbrae, Californi~ • 

Brew, J. o., Archaeology of Alkali Ridge, Southeastern Utah, Peabody Museum 
Papers, 21, Harvard University. 

ELSCTION OF 1958 OFFICERS 

Clifford Imsland, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, read the committee 
report at the October meeting and presented the slate of proposed officers. 
There were no further nominations from the floor and those candidates offered 
by the connnittee were unanimously elected to serve as officers for the year 
1958. 

President Charles G. Nelson CA 7215 

Vice-President Lee Tracy GL 1233 

Treasurer Tom Beddall FI 5822 

Recording Secretary - Mona Beddall FI 5822 

3-Ycar Board Member - Richard Gent IA 4411 
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